
June 6, 2017 
  
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners  
 
Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. All Commissioners were 
present. 
  
Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Redland made a 
motion to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion. All voted in favor.  
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 18 meeting as submitted. Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor. Commissioner Bommersbach brought forth the Special Meeting that had 

been planned for May 23rd.  He asked how we should handle the fact that it was cancelled.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson 

noted that she could make an entry into the Commissioner’s Record stating that the Special Meeting had been cancelled 

by Engineer Swenson on May 22nd.   

Don Merkens, representing the Norman County Fair Board, addressed the board with information regarding the 

addition to the FFA Livestock building.  Mr. Merkens requested an additional donation from the county to assist with the 

expenses incurred in creating the Ag Education Center.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 

to approve a one time, one year, $5,000 grant to the Norman County Fair Board for the Ag Education Center.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Next on the agenda was the Wimmer Cabin furnace replacement which had been discussed at the May 18th meeting.  

After gathering some additional information on the proposals, it was determined that the proposal from Northwest 

Heating and A/C LLC, of Twin Valley was the most cost effective.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve the proposal from Northwest Heating and A/C of Twin Valley for replacement of 12 furnaces including chimney 

pieces and piping with high wind tops, fan kits, thermostats and installation for $23,067.95.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the board regarding the temporary position in her office, stating that she has offered 

the position to Molly Jones, who will start mid June.   

Kari Aanenson, Recorder, addressed the board regarding the permanent part-time position in her office, stating that she 

has offered the position to Andrew Badolato whose first day with Norman County will be June 21st.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then addressed the board regarding the full-time position in her office, stating that she has 

offered the position to Angela Babler who has verbally accepted the position and will begin employment with Norman 

County on June 19th.   The commissioners asked that each department head bring their respective new employees to an 

upcoming board meeting to introduce them.   

The next item of discussion centered on delinquent mobile home taxes where the Assessor’s Office has verified that the 

mobile home is no longer physically at the location indicated by the parcel number, and the county is not aware of when 

it was destroyed or removed.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson requested that the board allow abatement of the back taxes.  

After considerable discussion, the item was tabled until the County Attorney would be present at the meeting.   

Next item under miscellaneous business was the invoice from Morris Electronics for the Barracuda e-mail security 

appliance.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve payment of the invoice with the 

payment to be split with 50 percent of the payment from Social Services and the remainder from the Revenue fund, 

unallocated.    

Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, presented her agenda beginning by distributing her cash flow statement to 

members of the board.  Ms. Swenson then presented information regarding the second paving letting.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to go under contract with R. J. Zavoral & Sons of East Grand Forks, 

for SAP 054-602-004, SAP 054-607-008, and SAP 054-618-016, for CSAH 2, 7 and 18, in the amount of $993,171.35.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Gunderson and Auditor-Treasurer Hanson 

signed the contract.   

The next item on Ms. Swenson’s agenda was the State of MN and Norman County Master Partnership Contract which 

Jerilyn explained is entered into every five years with the State of MN, Dept of Transportation, according to M.S. 161.20 

authorizing the Commissioner of Transportation to make arrangements with and cooperate with any governmental 

authority for the purposes of constructing, maintaining and improving the trunk highway system.  Following a few 

questions, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve county resolution CR-06-06-2017-1 that Norman County enter 

into the Master Partnership Contract with the MN Dept of Transportation.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the 

motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  Chairman Gunderson and A/T Hanson signed the 

contract.  

Next on the Highway Dept agenda was a gravel pit lease agreement between Dorothy Palmer and Norman County.  

Norman County has entered into this for many years previously with Charles Palmer who requested at this time that the 

agreement be issued in the name of Dorothy.  The agreement is for the stockpiling of gravel at a site in Section 29 

Township 143 Range 46.  After discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve a new two year contract 



with Dorothy Palmer at a rate of $250 per year.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.  Chairman Gunderson and A/T Hanson signed the contract.   

The next item on the agenda was an Application for Maintenance work on County Ditch 7 from Skaurud Grain Farms to 

install two pump stations into County Ditch #7 associated with a tiling project.  After some discussion, Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve the application contingent upon Wild Rice Watershed approval.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Swenson had several miscellaneous items to discuss including noting the preconstruction meeting coming up 

in regard to the projects from the first bid letting.  Jerilyn also informed the board that she had offered the maintenance 

tech position to Dennis Qualley of Beltrami with his first day of employment being June 12th.  Ms. Swenson also noted 

that the amount of the wheelage tax could be amended for 2018, with a resolution needing to be approved by August 

2017.  After discussion, it was the consensus of the board at this time that they would leave the wheelage tax at the 

current rate.  Jerilyn also noted that they had a meeting with L & M Road Services of Ulen whom they have contracted 

with for weed and brush spraying, noting that every mile of county road will be gone over this year, and that they 

anticipate beginning in the next 2-3 weeks.   

Ms. Swenson also provided the board with information regarding the MN DOT project on Hwy 59 in Mahnomen County 

and the haul roads for this project.  The mix plant for this project will be in Norman County, using CR 29 for miles south 

of Mahnomen ad CR 40 for the north portion.   

Jerilyn also informed the board that the apparent low bidder on the bridge replacement project, SP-054-598-040, for 3 

box culverts and realignment was Gladden Construction Inc of LaPorte, MN in the amount of $490,272.60.   

Ms. Swenson also noted that they had 8 contractors bid for the bridge removal in Pleasant View Township, however; 

the apparent low bidder had apparent irregularities.  Ms. Swenson noted that the difference between the apparent low 

bidder at $13,580 and the lowest responsible bidder at $14,930 being $1,350, she would prefer to work with the lowest 

responsible bidder.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve awarding the contract to the 

lowest responsible bidder, that being Structural Specialties of Hutchinson, MN, for $14,930 for SAP 054-599-064 for 

bridge removal.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Deb Sletten, MN Counties Intergovernmental Trust, presented the 2017 MCIT Report to Norman County.  Deb explained 

that MCIT is making some changes in 2017 by acquiring Meadowbrook Insurance and also making some software 

changes to make their website programs more user friendly.  She also explained some additional programs and 

resources that Norman County could be making use of.   

Chairman Gunderson noted that there would be a District 3, AMC meeting, on Thursday, June 15th hosted by Kittson 

County in Hallock.   

James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting and brought forth the application for renewal of the liquor license 

for the Flom Pub.  Christina Lien, representing the Flom Pub, had completed the form with all the required signatures.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Combination On and Off Sale 3.2 Non-Intoxicating Malt 

Liquor License for the Flom Pub.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Christina Lien then requested the board approve a gambling permit for Moving Flom Forward for their Flom Fest 

activities during the weekend of August 25th-27th.   They will be raffling off a zero-turn mower as well as cash prizes.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the gambling permit, Commissioner Redland seconded the 

motion, and all voted in favor.  Ms. Lien then presented an application to make retail sales of cigarette and tobacco 

products at the Flom Pub.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the application for a cigarette license.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mr. Brue then presented the board with a Quit Claim Deed for the transfer of Norman County’s undivided interest in the 

Polk County portion of land for the Agassiz Recreational Trail.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Quit 

Claim Deed for the property transfer.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman 

Gunderson signed the deed on behalf of Norman County.   

Attorney Brue informed the board that he would be leaving following the meeting to travel to Mpls/St Paul to attend 

State DUI Training for the rest of the week.   

The next item of discussion were the two affidavits for duplicate warrants issued to Janice Thorsen signed by George 

Thorsen.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve payment of the duplicate warrants 

to Janice Thorsen with the board waiving the indemnifying bond.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted 

in favor.   

The board then brought to Mr. Brue’s attention the matter of the delinquent mobile home taxes that A/T Hanson would 

like to see abated in order to clean up long outstanding delinquent tax balances.  After some discussion, the matter was 

tabled until Mr. Brue can look into further options for collection, judgment, etc.   

Commissioner Jacobson then brought forward new information regarding the Buffer Law Jurisdiction which brought 

about considerable discussion.  Commissioner Jacobson noted that a decision needed to be made before the end of 

June regarding whether Norman County was going to be the jurisdiction enforcing the buffer law.  After more 

discussion, Commissioner Jacobson was asked to gather more information regarding the funds that would be 



distributed to Norman County should they choose to be the enforcing jurisdiction and the item was tabled until the June 

22nd meeting.   

Commissioner Redland then presented some information regarding Human Resources Services thru gCariveau & 

Associates.  Consensus of the board was that they would like to have Mr. Cariveau make a presentation to the board at 

the June 22nd meeting.  Nathan will be in contact with Mr. Cariveau.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Road & Bridge - $81,374.33 Revenue - $41,012.48 Building - $1,093.15 Forfeited Tax - $1,054.60   

Public Health - $2,502.89            Solid Waste - $8,545.00 County Ditch - $5,486.50   County Homes - $1,424.29 

TOTAL - $142,493.24 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A reminder of the Special Meeting on Friday, June 9, 2017, at 1:00 pm for training was brought forward.   

There being no further items for discussion on the agenda, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 11:40 a.m. 

 

 

__________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer  

  

 

 

 

 


